
Aquifoliaceae (Holly) Order: Celastrales Glossary of Botanical Terms

Common Names Scientific Name LV: leaves; FL: flowers; FR:fruit; ST:stem; EC:ecology

Inkberry  (bitter gallberry) Ilex glabra
LV: alternate, evergreen, whole, elliptical/oblanceolate, 
entire/serrated, apex acute, base acute, >1", coriaceous, glandular; 
FL: 7 or more parts, white, raceme, solitary, axillary, <1", 
spring;/summer; FR: drupe, black, <1"; ST: shrub, >1', erect, 
smooth, gray, rhizome; EC: coastal/forest

Winterberry  (black alder) Ilex verticillata

LV: alternate, whole, oblong/obovate, serrate, apex 
acute/mucronate, base acute, >1", glabrous, coriaceous; FL: 7 or 
more parts, white, sessile along stem, clustered, <1", summer; FR: 
drupe, red, summer/fall/winter; ST: shrub, >6', smooth, gray; EC: 
wetland/salt marsh

Yaupon Ilex vomitoria LV: alternate, evergreen, whole, coriaceous; FL: white, <1"; FR: 
drupe, red; EC: southeastUS

Mountain holly  (catberry)
Nemopanthus mucronatus  (Ilex 
mucronata)

LV: alternate; whorled, petiole purple, whole, oblong/elliptical, entire, 
apex mucronate, base acute, >1", glabrous, coriaceous; FL: 4/5 
parts, white, raceme, <1", spring; FR: drupe, red, summer; ST: >6', 
buds-mucronate/purple; EC: wetland 	
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